XVI. EHIRETE  SLRAVE T Loving Leadership
(qaEdr » ((BfEZ2R) » FBHZ - Jay E. Adams, Christian Living in the Home, chapter 7.)
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Ephesians 5:22-31. Paul asks two questions:
To wives: Do you love your husband enough to live for him?
To husbands: Do you love your wife enough to die for her?
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Wives must submit to their husbands:

(a) ltisaduty.

(b) Itis for her good.

(c) Itisforthe husband’s good.
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The husband’s duty to be “head”: Ephesians 5:23-33.
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The difficulty is: how to express Christ’s position in the church.

Unless the Holy Spirit works ...
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A tremendous command. It is a solemn command.

The results in failing to fulfill this: doing harm to wife, disobeying the Lord.
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The identity and worth of woman and man is the same.

The role is different.
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The authority of Christ in the home is focused on the husband, not on the wife.

He has the responsibility to use this authority.

The wife’s responsibilities are different.
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In God’s presence, the husband is responsible for the family.
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He is to be the head really: to take up the responsibility of the head.
He cannot be ignorant of what happens in the home.
To rule = to be in control, of the entire family, including his wife.
(How to control: read to the end of this chapter.)
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Three misunderstandings concerning being “head”:
(a) Being head does not mean suppressing the wife’s gifts and talents.
(b) Does not mean unilateral decision making without considering wife/children.
(c) Does not mean not giving freedom for wife/children to make decisions.
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A manager knows how to utilize the gifts and abilities of others, so that the wife and the children will do
their best according to their abilities.
He will discover and deploy these gifts and abilities.
He will be careful not to bury any gift or ability.
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When it is necessary, he will roll up his sleeves and get involved directly, to fine tune, to help.
*** In today’s society, it will take a lot of time and effort in order to know what’s going on in the home.
He
will need to discuss with his wife.
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To take care of the needs of the entire family.
(a) Physical needs.
(b) Spiritual needs — this is where most husbands fail.
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There is much distortion of Christianity — that Christianity is feminine.

That Jesus is weak and feminine.
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Christ was manly — he faced pain and death head-on.
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The husband must reflect Christ’s love.
Christ must be impacted by Christ’s great love, so that he can love his wife with the love of Christ for the
church.
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The goal of love is to bless his wife.
For her own good. So that she may inherit blessing.
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Therefore: He must look out for her interests.
This is what love does.
Christ loved the church enough to die for her.
Wouldn’t he give everything else to her? Of course.
All decisions = for her good.
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Love your wife as you love your own body.
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(Betgmif) 3:7 -
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Protect, cherish. Be gentle.
| Peter 3:7.
Colossians 3:18-19.
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Don’t be bitter, don’t resent her.
The responsibility is the husband’s.
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What is love?
Love is not a feeling.
Love is not lust.
Love is not something you cannot control.
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Love is giving.
Love is not getting.
Love is action.
Love is an attitude which leads to action.
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Love is self-control.
Love is a command from God.
23, EFRE o
You are going to have to learn how to love.
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Love —it is not the wife’s responsibility.
It is the husband’s.
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The source of love: Jesus Christ.
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If your wife doesn’t respond to your love: there will still be love in the home!
There will be YOUR love!
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How to control your wife? By loving her.



